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Mr. Johnny Reising 
U.S. Department of Energy, Fernald Area Office 
P.O. Box 538705 
Cincinnati, OH 45253-8705 

Re: COMMENTS: MASTER PLAN FOR PUBLIC USE OF THE FEMP 

Dear Mr. Reising: 

The Fernald Natural Resource Trustees (Ohio EPA, Department of the Interior and 
DOE) have reviewed DOE’S December 1 , 1999 submittal, “Master Plan for Public 
Use of the FEMP.” The attached comments are a compilation of comments and 
issues agreed upon by the Trustees. Timely resolution of these issues and 
finalization of the Natural Resource Restoration Plan are essential to settlement 
of NRDA at Fernald. 

If you have any questions, please contact me at (937) 285-6466. 

Since re1 y , 

Thomas A. Schneider 
Fernald Project Manager 
Office of Federal Facilities Oversight 

cc: Mike Chezik, DO1 
Pete Yerace, DOE 
Bill Kurey, USFWS 
Tim Kern, Ohio AG 
Jim Saric, U.S. EPA 
Terry Hagen, FDF 
Mark Shupe,.HSI GeoTrans 
Francie Hodge, Tetra Tech EM Inc. 
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Natural Resource Trustee Comments on the Master Plan for 
Public Use of the FEMP 

Commenting Organization: Fernald Trustees Commentor: 
Section #: Pg #: Line #: Code: C 
Comment: The Trustees expect that development of an educational center will be 
a part of any settlement with the State of Ohio, therefore it is important that the 
Master Plan be modified to include such a facility. Additionally, numerous public 
comments on the NRRP and EA supported such a facility. 

Commenting Organization: Fernald Trustees Commentor: 
Section #: Pg #: Line #: Code: C 
Comment: The Trustees have no objection to the use of the two areas along 
Paddys Run Road for re-burial of native American remains. Re-burial in these 
areas should have minimal impact on trust resources. Plans for re-burial and 
restoration integration must be reviewed and approved by the Trustees. 

Commenting Organization: Fernald Trustees Commentor: 
Section #: Pg #: Line #: Code: C 
Comment: The trustees take no position at this time relative to linking up the 
proposed trail system with existing trails outside the FEMP property. This issue 
should be reconsidered following a period of public use at FEMP. 

Commenting Organization: Fernald Trustees Commentor: 
Section #: Pg #: Line #: Code: C 
Comment: The trustees are willing to review the many opinions expressed by the 
public about public use of the FEMP. Our interest will be to preclude uses that are 
incompatible with restoration. We encourage the DOE to schedule this dialogue 
soon so that the DOE may afterwards make an appropriate public announcement. 

Commenting Organization: Fernald Trustees 
Section #: Pg #: Line #: Code: C 
Comment: The trustees conditionally support the prohibition of agricultural and 
residential use. Agricultural uses may be permitted for the purpose of prairie 
maintenance . 

Com men tor: 

Commenting Organization: Fernald Trustees . C om me n tor: 
Section #: Pg #: Line #: Code: C 
Comment: The trustees support aggressive control of invasive species until 
restoration objectives are met. Control efforts should be ,continued less 
intensively, thereafter. A list of invasive species, along with acceptable control 
procedures should be compiled in a site wide invasives control plan. Controls 
should be initiated on a site wide basis as soon a practical. DOE should 
coordinate control efforts with the County. 

Q:\fernp\NRDA\rnasterpIn.wpd Dz 



Mr. Johnny Reising 
January 10,2000 
Page 2 . 

Commenting Organization: Fernald Trustees Commentor: 
Section #:Section 1 Pg#: 1 Line #:19-21 Code: C 
Comment: We see no reason to reduce management options by asserting that it 
is not anticipated that ‘I... the list of prohibited actions (Section 4.0) will change for 
any reason.” Site managers may desire the option of holding controlled deer 
hunts, fishing, or some off trail and night activities. These restrictions were not 
developed with the participation of the Trustees and are not necessarily in the 
public interest. Please remove the wording quoted above from the plan. 

Commenting Organization: Fernald Trustees Commentor: 
Section #:Section 2.0 Pg #: Line #: Code: C 
Comment: Due to anticipated adverse impacts to habitat and animal life that are 
difficult to prevent or control, biking must be excluded from the trail system. 

Commenting Organization: Fernald Trustees Commentor: 
Section #:Section 2.0 Pg #: Line #: Code: C 
Comment: A fourth parking lot must be provided in a disturbed area of the 
northwest corner with access via Paddys Run Road. 

Commenting Organization: Fernald Trustees Commentor: 
Section #:Section 2.0 Pg #: Line #: Code: C 
Comment: All parking lots must be engineered to park full size buses. 

Commenting Organization: Fernald Trustees Commentor: 
Section #:Section 2.0 Pg #: Line #: Code: C 
Comment: The trail system must have periodic restleducational stops for large 
groups of people. The required facilities must include seating and story boards. 

Commenting Organization: Fernald Trustees Commentor: 
Section #:Section 2.0 Pg #: Line #: Code: C 
Comment: Mileage markers and prohibited activities must be posted on the trail. 

Commenting Organization: Fernald Trustees Commentor: 
Section #:Section 2.0 Pg #: Line #: Code: C 
Comment: The trail system must have trash/recycling collection points. 

Commenting Organization: Fernald Trustees Commentor: 
Section #:Section 2.0 Pg #: Line #: Code: C 
Comment: Part of the trail system must be engineered to accommodate 
handicapped people. A permanent restroom facility with handicapped access must 
be provided nearby. 
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Commenting Organization: Fernald Trustees Commentor: 
Section #:Section 2.0 Pg #: Line #: Code: C 
Comment: Hidden viewing areas must be provided for three different4ypes of 
habitat via spurs off the main trail. 

Commenting Organization: Fernald Trustees Commentor: 
Section #:Section 2.0 Pg #: Line #: Code: C 
Comment: The northern leg of the Pinemetland Trail must connect with the 
southern leg, either via the maintenance road or a trail extension. 

Commenting Organization: Fernald Trustees Commentor: 
Section #:Section 2.0 Pg #: Line #: Code: C 
Comment: The main trail must be modified to add a eastern leg, thereby 
completing a full trail loop around the site. This eastern leg must wind from the 
southeast parking lot northward between the two large open water areas through 
the prairie and link up with the Pine /Wetland Trail. 

Commenting Organization: Fernald Trustees Commentor: 
Section #:Section 2.0 Pg #: Line #: , Code: C 
Comment: Perimeter fencing must not impede wildlife movements into and out 
of the FEMP site. 

Commenting Organization: Fernald Trustees Commentor: 
Section #:Section 2.0 Pg #: Line #: Code: C 
Comment: A long term plan for policing and providing fire suppression for the 
FEMP site must be prepared. 

Commenting Organization: Fernald Trustees Commentor: 
Section #: Pg#: 4 Line #: 3 Code: E 
Comment: The first word in the sentence should be There, instead of The. 

Commenting Organization: Fernald Trustees Commentor: 
Section #: 4.0 Pg #: 5 Line #: 6-19 Code: E 
Comment: The Master Plan should not move forward to the final draft stage until 
the list of prohibited actions is modified to reflect the concerns of the Trustees. 
The post closure uses of the FEMP will determine how well the public has been 
compensated for CERCLA compensable damages. This being among the 
responsibilities of the Trustees, we therefore believe that the Trustees should, 
participate in the development of those uses, including the list of prohibited 
actions. We would hope that a less restrictive list could be developed that allowed 
greater management flexibility. Further, the “Prohibited Actions” list should give 
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a rationale for each of the prohibited actions instead of arbitrary proscription. 

Commenting Organization: Fernald Trustees Commentor: 
Section #:Section 4 Pg #: ‘ Line #: Code: C 
Comment: Hunting and fishing must be omitted from the list of Prohibited Actions. 
Hunting may be necessary to control wildlife populations that threaten habitat and 
nearby agricultural production. Fishing is compatible with restoration uses and 
helps regulate fish populations. 

Com men t ing 0 rg a nizat ion : Fe rnald Trustees 
Section #:Section 4 Pg #: Line #: Code: C 
Comment: The prohibition on wading may limit educational experiences for school 
groups. Removal of the prohibition on wading seems appropriate. 

Commentor: 

Commenting Organization: Fernald Trustees Commentor: 
Section #:Section 4 Pg #: Line #: Code: C 
Comment: An additional prohibition would be the use/possession of alcoholic 
beverages on site. 

Commenting Organization: Fernald Trustees Commentor: 
Section #:Section 5 Pg #: Line #: Code: C 
Comment: SedimenVFlood water detention basins must be included to address 
expanding watershed urbanization. 

Commenting Organization: Fernald Trustees Commentor: 
Section #:Section 4 Pg#: 6 Line #:25 Code: C 
Comment: Please remove ‘I... until the prairie is established” from the sentence. 
For as long as the prairie is intended to remain prairie, burning will be a necessary 
management tool. 
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